A Baltic Chill | 


On Relations 


Momentum Is Slower 
In Superpower Talks 


By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, April 7 — During 
this week’s talks between Soviet and 
American officials, the Kremlin’s prob- 
lems in Lithuania kept intruding on the 
discussions like an uninvited guest to a 
dinner party. 

asc For a year United 

States-Soviet relations 

. News seemed to be steadily im- 

Analysis proving. Initially reluctant 

Bush Administration offi- 

cials gradually concluded 

that they could do business with Presi- 

‘dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev and were 

generally confident that he was com- 
mited to a process of radical change. 

But Moscow’s hard-line actions in 
Lithuania, coupled with the sudden 
toughening of its positions on arms con- 
trol during last week’s talks, has rekin- 
dled lingering doubts and even inter- 
jected a few new ones among Adminis- 
tration officials as to where Mr. Gorba- 


chev is heading and his prospects for 
getting there. 


‘Wake-Up Call’ 

Speaking of the general situation in 
Lithuania and its effect in Washington, 
the Senate Minority Leader, Bob Dole 

.of Kansas, voiced what was on the 
minds of many when he said on Fri- 
day: “Do we really know Gorbachev? 
How long is he going to be around? 
Should we just whack away at our de- 
fense budget? What are they doing? 
Where is their peace dividend? I was in 
Cincinnati last night speaking to a busi- 
ness group on this theme, on you could 
just see the ‘peoples’ heads nodding. 


People are thinking ‘Yeah, this is sort | . 


of a wake-up call,’ ' 


For now, Moscow's behavior in Lith- 
uania and during this week’ 


ficial said t ) 
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to make it happen, 
ft everyone with a much 
; tter. understanding of how difficult it 
S Boing to be for Gorbachev, under the 
‘umstances, to ride out 
ese changes,” the official said, 


‘ 


The Baltic Factor 


American officials said they suspect 
there is a connection between the prob- 
lems Mr. Gorbachev is confronting in 
the Baltics and the fact that during this 
week’s discussions the Soviet side tried 
to backtrack on two arms control con- 
cessions made last February. : 

‘‘One-possibility is that with Lithua- 
nia going on, Gorbachev was just too 
focused on other things and the arms- 
control types around him took advan- 
tage of that to reopen some issues,” 
said a senior Administration official. 
“Another possibility is that he knew 
what was going on but felt that with 
everything going on at home he needs 
the cooperation of the army, so he told 
them, ‘Look, you don’t like the deal 
we’re cooking, then you try. See what 
you come back with.’ Or it could actu- | 
ally signify some subtle shift of power 
back in Moscow, in which case it would | | 
be more long-lasting.” 

Another senior Administration offi- 
cial who took part in the talks said the 
hardening of the Soviet position on 
arms control this week has left the Ad- |: 
ministration in doubt about where the 
Kremlin stands right now. 3 


‘Still See Dramatié Reform’ 
When Mr. 
Closing news conference 


he was “totally lost” as to what status 
a unifie 


“They understand it won’t be stable 
to have a unified Germany floatin 
around in the middle of 


they start to get real fuzzy wh they 
begin talking about where it would fit,’ 


ment of non-bloc col- 
lective structures,” 


senior Administration official 
said: “When you have all of NATO say- 


otion that NATO } 

is going to disappear to 
some nebulous, 35-nation pan-Euro- 
pean security structure is “nonseñse,” 
even if that is what some European in- 
tellectuals like President Vacley Havel 

0 Czechoslovakia have 
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chev,” the official said, “bi 
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